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Paul E. Waldschmidt

AUG 20, 1946 - DEC 21, 2015

P aul Evans Waldschmidt died peacefully Monday, December 21, 2015,
surrounded by family. A memorial service is set for 11:00 a.m. Tuesday at Sand
Springs United Methodist Church. Paul was born August 20, 1946, to Lou Jean Evans
and Hugo Ernst Waldschmidt in Ada, Oklahoma. After the untimely death of his
father and his mother’s remarriage to James Curnutt, Paul and his brother, David,
relocated to Washington, where Paul attended and graduated in 1964 from William
Winlock Miller High School in Olympia, Washington. Paul attended college at The
University of Washington before enlisting in the Army to serve during the Vietnam
War. After his service ended, Paul resumed his college education until he was
recruited to work for United Press International (U.P.I.). Paul’s employment with
U.P.L eventually lead him to Tulsa, where he worked as Bureau Chief. That was where
he met Geraldine (Gerri) Conner. They married in March of 1981 and were happily
married for 34 years. Paul’s legacy was his love of family and community. He had two
wonderful children, Lauren and David, and was blessed to have experienced being a
grandfather to his precious little grandson, Kellen. Paul went to work for Retherford
Publications in 1983 and continued working for the company after it was sold to
Community Publishers Inc. and again later to B.H. Media Group (subsidiary of
Berkshire Hathaway Inc.). At his retirement, Paul had 32 years of service. Paul loved
being a part of the Sand Springs community. He was a member of the Sand Springs
United Methodist Church for many years and treasured his church family. As a Scout
Dad, he was involved with Scout Troop 507, and was able to take many camping and
high adventure trips with his son David and other Troop members over the years.
Not only was Paul committed to doing the best job possible in covering the events of
the community for the paper (whether it was a new store opening, Sand Springs
sponsored events, City Council or School Board meetings, or a human interest story),
he also felt the need to give back to the community and was able to do so as a
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member of the Rotary Club and The Salvation Army Advisory Council. Even after
holding several different jobs in the newspaper industry, when he got the
opportunity to transfer to the Sand Springs Leader office, Paul said “he was going
back to his roots as a journalist”. He always felt very blessed to live in Sand Springs
and his legacy will live on in the memories of his loved ones, the people’s lives he
touched in the community, and in the stories he wrote. Paul is survived by his wife,
Gerri (Conner) Waldschmidt, son, David Grant Waldschmidt, daughter Lauren Dyan
Mattox (husband Josh), grandson, Kellen David Mattox, brother, David Alan
Waldschmidt (wife Ann, son Patrick), step-mother, Carol Curnutt, brother-in-law,
Don Conner, sister-in-law, Tracy Conner, as well as many other beloved relatives and
life-long friends. Family visitation will be held from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at Floral Haven
in Broken Arrow on Monday.
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Tribute Wall Paul E. Waldschmidt
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Mike Baldridge posted:

I met Paul thru Rotary. He was the most welcoming member there. | am honored that | was able to
spend time with him at meetings and other functions. | wish | could have known him better, he was
one of the neatest guys I've met.Mike Baldridge

December 31at 7:04 AM

Janet Eicher posted:

Dear Gerri and Family — I'm very sorry to learn of Paul's passing. He was always great to me during
his tenure at the SS Leader. | could always count on him to get the details right when | was
announcing my shows. Sand Springs has lost a wonderful citizen and community leader. God bless
your family. Janet Rutland Eicher

December 29 at 3:15 AM

Jami Nelson posted:

David,Our deepest and most sincere condolences on the loss of your father. Our thoughts are with
you and your family during this time. We love you!Jami & Brad Nelson

December 28 at 9:44 AM

Lynne Koupe posted:

Gerri, | am so sorry to read of Paul's illness and death. The article in the Tulsa World is a wonderful
tribute to him. Please accept my and Steve's sincere sympathy for you and your family in this time of
sorrow and healing.Lynne and Steve Koupe

December 26 at 5:15 AM

Georgia Mckernan posted:

Paul came to visit me with Aunt Jean and Uncle James when | was very young. | believe he was my
"first crush". He was so kind and gentle to a very young girl who needed and "older brother" for a
few days. And he like watermelon. I'm very sorry for your loss. Georgia Curnutt McKernan

December 24 at 1:19 PM
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Joyce Gold posted:

| didn't know Paul very well but | do know he loved his wife and family. Memory of Paul sticks in my
mind when he brought a lunch and flowers to Gerri on Valentines at work. How special. He was a
loving husband.

December 24 at 1:01 PM

Judy Mcneer posted:

Paul was our neighbor and friend for a long time. He was interested in current events, and, in his job,
loved to showcase his hometown. Paul was a dedicated dad helping his son David all the way to
becoming an Eagle Scout. He made sure his daughter Lauren and her friends got to school on time
by driving them there himself. He was a devoted husband to Gerri and Kellan's loving grandfather.
We will miss Paul very much at our lunches and get togethers. Rest in peace, dear friend. David and
Judy McNeer

December 23 at 4:35 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Paul by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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